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DISCOURSE 

Concerning the 

Eeclefiaftieal Commiffion, &c. 

LHough I never entertainMl 
a good Opinion of the late: 
Comnnjjion for Etckfiafti* 
cat Affairs ; yet concerning 
This (Which is of a very 
differing Nature , and 
has differing Ends ) II 
ftand thus perfaaded :. 

I. It is agpeeaHeto the Lam of the Land, 

II, Jt is nit prejudicial, hut nfefultothe Com** 

cation. 
HI. It tendethto the,yi>ett*king of the Church. 
IV. This is a fit Juntlure for the putting thedeftgm 

if it into execution* 

L Thi$> 




a A Difcourje concerning the 

1. This Commiffion is agreeable to the Lams of 

the %ealm. 
It is founded upon a Legal bottom ; for it is un- 
doubtedly a Right of the King to call any 
number of his Subjects together teadvifeoon* 
cerning fuch things as He (hall think fit to 
propofe to Them. And here is no Acting re- 
quired, by this JOmmffW) but pnly the Giving 

ofJthice.. - J ' " ■ '.-i..yj .. 

It is further justified by federal freftdents face 
the Reformation. - 

It was by a Gortfmtffiton that the Common* 

* seethe *Pr#yer*book was Compiled • in the third year of 

wameiof thej(i n g EdmardVX. the Oommiflioners 1 meeting 

p. 24. of the it 4'is Caltle ekWimfor^. And both the flV- 

^Sct*«tf. ^ amettt : * nc l £«ilrtMii*» readily approved of 
^386.' "lt,( as is n&inifeft by^ne Preamble of the 

*Seepart of Act b . '.'.'■ . C . 

^Vma' "**, It was by Queen Elizabeth's Order, that the 

* 3,t * SecondBook ofK' n g Edward ( which had paf- 

fed in Parliament in the fifth and fixth years 

of his Reign, and been repealed in the days 

of Queen &iary) wz±G(eview'd in the firft year 

"dmWfifcf.of Hers « :- Which .Review being made , 

t£££2& an( i u P° n » c f° me Emendation ,- the Book 

oftheRefiew. wa s- again authoris'd by A& of Parliament. 

*• 25. . . . In 
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Ecckfiaflkal Commtjpon, An, 1689. 3 

In the Year 1559, it being refolv'd that 
the Doftrine of the Church ftiould be fet out, 
as it Jwrd been done in King Edward's time, 
the Articles of it began to be prepared *: * oft. of Rer, 
After much deliberation , they were corr* part3 P4 ° s * 
piled by Dr. ^UMattijew Vark.tr> Archbifhop of 
Qmterbury, in conjunction with Two and 
twenty Bifhops b . This being done, they b^^ 
pafs'd in Convocation in the Year tj6i. Nao,e ! of *« 
'and were confirm'd by Parliament in the J/JST^™ 
Year 1571. Mr. Fuller belieVd they were 
* compos d in Convocation j but Dr. Heylin^ Ft(9(:b ^ 
didnot. -. ■ fy£nft 

In the Proclamation of King James the**" ij8? v 
Firft, entituled, J. Proclamation for the Authori- 
fing an tiniformity of the 'Book of Common-Trayer 
tobe ufed throughout the QUalm*-, there is men- * *V lrf * 
tion or a former Troetwnatton .giving notice of *tp»»i.v.*&> 
the Conference at Hampton-Court about Reli- 
gion, betwixt Conformifts and Diflenters. 

I will net infift on this, or bo th6 Tranfla- 
ting of the fBiWe ■•, and fuocuy other* Ecclefia^' 
ftical Maeters done without' a Convocation 
in that King's fteign t My pur pole not be- 
ing to difpute nicely about the Authority o# 
All Things that have been done, but only to 

£bewv 



4 A Dfcottrfi cmcernmg the 

fliew, that greater Things have, without of- 
fence, and without prejudice to the Church, 
been formerly done, either by private Order, 
or by publick Commiffion or Proclamation, than 
giving Meer Advice concerning fuch 
Things as are fit and proper to be laid before 
•a Convocation; which is the prefent Cafe. 

At the Return of King Charles the Second, 

thz Liturgy was reviewed by His Commi/Jioners b 

who (ate at the Savoy. Reference is had to 

that Commifffon in the hft Aft of Uniformity ; 

* see twtpf andn;is, by that Act, approved*. Since that 

i^iVp.Sj time no Law has been made derogatory to 

•**' : that Power by which the King has granted 

{his Commiffion, 

'«r ■• Ih Neither is A Comtyffion , nor Thi$ 
•.' ; "'; , CwwwMJj5o»,prejudicial to a Convocation, 
; biHufefuito.it, 

A CommsfjM, before a Convocation meets, 
is not. pre judicial to «:: JFoj .(' befidcs. that it 
kft feee«. hitherto found beneficial by experi- 
ence) tth« very Ntokre. oi it fllews its Ufe- 

■".:■' -•■!■)" V.V: j h-.-iV ;'. ?•»{']/; 

' That 



EeckfiafUcal Cwimtjjlon, An. x 68$. $ 

.. Thltwhich Commijfwers do, is only by 
way of preparation, which favetlv Time and 
Labour, and provideth fomething ready for 
^he CoaYoeation to go. upon. In all Aflerrt- 
blite; *hat .which is not to he- coropicated 
without the Major part of them, is begun by 
4fewiir - ".' 

v- it is-oertjak^ thattWK&thods of; the Twii 
Hotifes ©f ParHamcnt Are not exactly .the fame 
mih tKoie- of the Convocation r which by 
ufirig itffoWn, docs not- ( as a rate QturiH^* AUtrtrto 
does feem to infinaace) prcfurne .to .prefer ibia^ni^fome"" 
to Them. But though the two HpufotJ^gS 
have iibt' chat Method by Ja Cowmffion y - yet^**,***. 
no^Member bf Parliament, who, either bp 
Himfelf, or by .the Adkviceof private ftiendsjfc 
prepares an nfiffol Bill, . is by ti£beEyp£.;tbo 
Houfes repreheridftd whenV he . ifck*! leatfe Uifc 
being itin. :/ .-. ; •"??-. .- ; -. ; ?" r r "I r' -: / 
For the Convocation^ tI\e\hVft iaegirinrng^ 
4&yr trringcthit w to te\<i^ne. the re^- cannot 
be inide by a Ccwwto .appointed by: it &!£> 
For though the Members can itncet by vir-i 
toe of thej King's ty *> i tt-j ; ^st jifirrce *foi# 
concerning the SubmiffioM-'OpHa tftfgjr- * •Afc'' <«*»•** « 8. 
6«rtk Ring's Warrant, they cannot ^^Sf 

B legally* 1 - 



A Btjconrfe conctrning the 

•legally deliberate upon any one Ecclefi- 
altical Matter, It is therefore by fome 
'Spring without the Houles,. by which the 
King moves, both with refpect to the granting 
a-W-A.RR'A-N T, and to the Matters which 
a*e debated upon the Authority of it. 

And if the King, who might have proceed- 
ed upon His own Judgment, or upon very 
private Advice in this Affair, is pleated to do 
it by lb publick and folemn an Aclr asThat is, 
of imnng forth an Ecclefiaftical Commiffion, 
riie $Vf£jmria« is the more likely: to be well 
mace! 

And this being but 'Tnparatioru, the Convo- 
cation is not prejudg'd or limited by it. - . it is 
djie Xubfcqucnc Ia r r a NT that .limits 
or tnlargp their Powers; as it pleafethaKing, 
and not the CommtfRan it felf. The Things 
which by virtue of it, are prepar'd, are Pm* 
ftfah dnfy,; not Tmj9 fit ions. . . 

. And as- a Commi/fon in general, ' is not a juft 
grievance to.a Convocation} (b neither is This 
Qrtfint Commffion to be fo efteemed. . ' * 

•; .Either wkh refpeft to. the fpmtr given* or 
to the $erfons named in it/ 

The 
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The foyer given in this Commi/fion y is no more 
tnan ''that above -mentioned, of Deliberation fret 
pardon and Vropofal, expreffed in thefe words, 
-— ^0Wtt^eC^in^^ tMttffconfidered 
EttO prepar'd, mat & in a readings tO be Offer'a - 

to tfce Convocation at fifprte ne*t meeting, 
ano ttf^en Approv'd fc? tfcem, ma? fe jwefenfc 

e& to U* anli OtttP Two Houfirs Of Patliament h t\)& 

iTit ©att^e>^ed-iiit, tfc% mat fce.eftaWW 

to inane faw of ***:■...•. 

' The ^>/o»r employ 'd in it, are not fuch a* ^f^ * 
may* probably injure either a*r?6 or Con>o^^ g«dix, P . * 7 . 

ow: whether we coniider, 

• • ■■ ■*. • ■■ ■ ... -. «..- .«•■•■■ 

Thefr Office^ ^»/i in the Church. 
' Their Perfortat Qualifications. ♦ 

Or, Their Numbet. 

Bv Offe they ate all Churchmen, and fo 
themdrelikety to be skiffd id the Matter* o£. 
their own Proftfiwfn. * *; ' ; /;/.. 

By fc, they.are, Jcrf much the;greater 

part, foch men as will frt WiCm^cahon, .wftcn-^ 

foevWft nieetsv theiy^g p^O^g 

arwJ^Wewww; 7 ." :1 -"' ' '♦'"•" ' ' l "'i 

B a Their 
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Their farfonalrQualijicationj are fiacb, that I 
may ptefametofay , indifferent Judges will 
not think them incompetent for this Jjfair* 

' It is true, they have been publickly tra- 
• a Letter (• due'd in a late Paper of Queries * as A s s U- 

a Friend, con- , ~ ■• .*.•«• ^j f - . . - - 

Mining feme M IN' G men, as men who will think themfelves 
SKSSEBp tiNDi N «b n o u r wdetend VKat 
«#«, p. 1 a they * flfatlt have" done j as men ' \frho TiaVe 

Cen&ewete anft fl^oberation etrotrgfj to pat* 
minify a$ jjpeij *tyo Bate a >tatitu^e to. ton* 

onfftObe* 

Thefe are very hard. words, whofoever 
gave them , -ixsA- proceed from a Temper 
AssuMl'NiS enough , to fay na worfe 
of it. 

» , 

i . t/ Therq is. ^ grqat deal .©f -Spite in them,, 

but not a grain either of Trut£. Juftiqe, : or 
Charity. So ( far,are they how Hffiumg, that 
j I ha^e ground t<ji% y : Thqy have declared among 

| ' tkemfefoes, That t*#wjt heading, the ofJe$_p£ 

j their prefent Opinions, they wpuld i ho^cock 

* c elude 
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elude themfeWes , but- reiervp.ar liberty^ of 
changing their minds^ if in Convocation any 
cogent Reafons : which tfiey' had rmt'yec 
thought of; wefe'tfrotight 'before *thfcm._ if 
they were (ueh as that Paper represents them , 
yet why is it a Point of Honour %o dffep^mre 
Proposals / ^ndfhfti I would.know, by ..w h a,c- 
fnftancfes it" appears that they are truly (uct ii 
rifely are the.fe reprefented , M E N ( b ) who> Qaer. p. *. 
conceal their own inclinations "tijttt is tout to {bow-, 
them. '' M E'U likely to do tin Church of Eng- 
land a goad turn when opportunity ferves , and 
whitb, perhaps they, imagine mw tfoy baVe t JMen 
ready to facrificfi their Conferences to their 

H O tj O U R S and P R E F £ R M. E N T S> 
They mtift ijeeds have £ great defe&, in the^j: 
Mertidtie^, ! whp have forgotten tha time wheji 
thefe Vew Men. with true CnrijjHan Courage* 
hazardfa^H 'tfut was de.aj to thep in -t\i$ 
mrU. id or^er tot;h^|uppbrVof tbis.^urch^ 
a:od the true kelmion; profefled in it^by re|L»\ 
hhg t'o^ada Vedaration> which was (I belie ve} 
on bttrfiofe framed for the overthrow, of our 
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^;3Ss to'the'tA'TrVuD-E with whicli" 
tiiey'are charg'd j they did not fhow it when 

they. 
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they were* tri'd ; and now ( God be thank ! d ), 
they have no Temptation to it. 5 and I fear, 
there may be in tbofe who are, without cauie,, 
their Enemies,^ a Tort of N'AR row NESS 
that is hotmore commendable. 

They .have Vindeed \his tfA t 1 i" u j> E 
in them , That provided Uood : be. tf one 
to the Churc h y ' fhey would rejoice * in . it , 
though even: thrift who are/ tfiefr. Advert 
firics , flionhT happen to have the doing 

Of it.' •' '.' " -' • • J-'. '..' • ,■„';. . ;'.'.; 

•*.*■• . . « \ - • • «• * ■ * , 

*Qs*r.p.4. For their Nu M B e r, it is again (*) faid 
falfly and abfurdly, as well as fpitejjilly, 
That; x as ilmdyha^piH^eitr.t^urc^'i^J^.chaM^ 
and alter' d\ and iraniformed hj N.i'N.E,)K«.' 
That number of the Quorum does , by one, 
exceed that of the intire Body of tHpfe who 
by Order review dihe fecond Book pf King 
BHart the 'Sixth in ihefirft'of Qi»eerj Hlh& 
beth ; for , as Catnbden ■ (. where above-cited)' 
does affure us, there were /cwWwith^0.r. far- 
ker no more than JeVen Perfons / biityfo v <fait^ 

tchHift.b.y. Miv Fuller \> forgetting Dr. %U\ ^oughajlTef 
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EcclfoftisdCommiffim, An 1689. t* 

confutation with thefe * , the confent of* h. of Ref. 

, . 1 - 1 r 1 !..--'- ' * " . Cell. roI.t. p. 

others ;was to be dewrexL- . 3 3o . 

! Neither is it at all probable, that the Nine 
of the Qmruty ftouH at any two .Meetings 
be but juft Nine, and chofe the very fame 
•Mem • i ■--.- !> j-i 

-•-••*.'; v . ;• \ . •-•-...- 
- put Vfoppofin* the Commiflionete to be 
Men of ill Dengn^. y et. neither " have, the 
£w>r«w of - N I N E , nor: yet, the .whole 
Thirty together ' 9 Power given Them to 
Change,' 4lfer 3 or Transform any thing* butt 
only to .o%rv$at,..ja. tiiei* prefettf Opi- 
nion, i& fit to be offered to. the Convocation, 
to be there-debated $ and after fuch. debate,, to 
be approved xk reje&ed.--. : :\ ; ■ 

• I eonfeft there are; (bine Great and Ex* 
ceUent Men- who are noc , named, iir this 
Cornraiflian j Neither ^avehrwe rach Hoped 
as- we -moft eatnefUy- wiih. w© could 
have had of their appearing in .Convo- 
cation. 
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But whatfoever the. Catife.' of that may 

be, ( for it becomes not me to judge Them ), 

andl whatsoever the Suggestions- of, the 

*Qu*r. P .5. Quacrift arc * , the Cottimiifibrters dejfigri 

nothing Jo tmreafinable , as to fear it %onll 

not pafs in a Free Convocation , if Tbofe 

%e<verend and Judicious Prelates^ "tore, prtfent. 

F6r thofe: RerefCftd Fathers of She Chinrch 

have deiclawd Their Qpimoni in : Conver* 

fitkinv, That- -Great Improvements might 

be trade hod\ in; ofar Offices and dur Djfii* 

piirk % :$n& Might in due time to* Ife k>f 

ahjDparriaitariy tfoWarda ty/fernets ,' [Thcf 

fofcmnly told King James , *<Tnat they 

<<5 -wanted no due Tenderrieisf towards Their?^ 

"but were willing- 'to- come to c fitch "a! 

<c Temper as Should be thought fit , when 

^that Mattel Should be Confictercd and 

*<* Settled irr Parliament and Convocation? 

AttpMI rtairt confftknt,- they Al^feeref? 

tiear* the fctii* thing they jo j>ubKckly: 

declared. :. "'••'';.• *•'••■ •■>-•■■' 

- " .. -. >. 

III. gut 

. . H 



Ecclefiaflical Commijfwn, An. 16S9. 

In the Commijfion it felf y there is no unreafo- I II. 
noble Ikwr dejtgnd y neither is it at all probable 
&&t theCommiJfioners ftould pervert the good Ends 
of It. But, by both, the Support and fotproVe- 
ment and Well-being of the Church is directly 
aim'd at.- 

The T)ejign of the Commifium is let forth in 
thefe Words in the Body of It. VflO&ereajaJ 

* the particular Forms of piyine Worftiip,and 
'the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to be 
'us'd therein, being Things in their own Na- 
'ture Indifferent and Alterable, and Co ac- 
'knowledg'dj It is but reafbhable that,' upon 

* weighty and important Confiderations, ac- 
'cording to the various Exigences of Times 

* and Occafions, luch Changes and Alterations 
'fhould be made therein, as to thole that are 
'in Place and Authority fhould from time to 

* time ieem either neceflary or expedient. 

' And ftflfjeteajS the Book of Canons 'is fit 
'to be review'd, and made more (utable to 
'the State of the Church ; and ©Bfoereag there' 
'are Defects and Abufes in the Ecclefiaftical 

C 'Courts 
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14 A Difcourfe concerning the 

'Courts and Jurifdi&ions , and particularly 
* there is. not mfficient Provifion made for the 
'Removing of Scandalous Miniftcrs, and for 
' the Reforming of Manners either in Mini- 
' fters or People : And (KUteteasf it is moil fie 
' that there (hould be a ftrift Method prefcri 1 
'bed for the Examination of fuch Perlons as 
' defire to be admitted into Holy Orders, both 
' as to their Learning and Maimers. 

'©He therefore, out of Our Pious and 
'Princely Care for die Good Order, and Edifi- 
'cation, and Unity of the Church of England, 
'committed to Our Charge and Care j And 
'for the Reconciling, as much as is poffiWe, o( 
'all Mferences among Our Good Subject 
' and to take away aH Occafions of tfee like 
' for the future, have thought .fit to' authorize 
'and :emfi0wer you, «?*. and any Nine of 
'you, whereof Three' to be Btfhops, to meet 
'from-tirae to time, as often 'as fliall be-need : 
' ful, and to* prepare fuch Alterations of the 
4 Lisurgie and Canons, and fiich f^rapofals 'for 
' the Reformation oif Ecclefiafticai Courts, and 
' to tOf&Dtt of fuch- other Matters as in your 
'Judgments may moil conduce $0 -die < Ends 
*4&ave-mentionedP la 



-1 



Ecclefiaflkal Commiffion, An. 1689. 1 5 ^yL 

In pursuance of the Senfe of thefe Exprcf 
fions, it may be fliewn, 

That M Churches, in procefs of time, though J&jjj^*' 
as well conftituted at nrft as the Cafe would '«• » t/stmat 
bear, may admit or Alterations and Improve- Authority t «•- 
ments. (4) nhmpfce- 

" remoniesar 

That our Conftitution was Review 'd in cimA,****- 
Lxi. and yet, notwithftanding that Review, is jSm&ljF 
capable of this which is now intended. *lf,,'S?' 

That what is now defign'd is for its Sup- 
port and Advantage, with refpect both to 
Cmftgtfft and tmmttfr 

1. All Churches in Procefs of Time, though 
at firft as well conftituted as the Age and 
Cafe would bear , may admit of Alterations 
and Improvements* He who affirms the con- 
trary, believes a Vifible Church on Earth may, 
in toifie otteAgejbe brought to Perfection even 
in Circumftantial Things, which vane with 
Time, an<l Place, and Guftom : And he\ufes 
an Argument againft all Reformation from 

C i the 
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the time of the EftabliQiment of fuch a 

Scheme. Upon this falfe Ground it was chac 

00 H'ft °f (*) -^^ an d Fechiam , in the Firft Year, of 

An^ijf? 1 3 * Queen Elizabeth, oppos'd the M of Uniformity, 

objecting , That thefe Changes were Departures 

from the Standard of the Catholick Church j That 

* Points once defirid, wtre not to be brought again into 

auejlion; That the Church Jhould be confront, fa it 

Jelf: Forgetting the common Practice of their 

own Church. 0urs y and every found Church, 

is conftant to itfelf \n Subjbantials, arid in. the 

general frame of Forms of Worfhip,- hut in 

Things of an alterable nature it ought not to 

be lb. .'.,'. : ' : . . 

Where Alterations are fit for the Edification 
of Chriftians , the real Good of them will 
overweigh the accidental Evil of the Surmize 
of the Ignorant, who may for a Week or two 
fanfie that their Religion is chang d : Neither 
is fuch Change and Improvement a Reproach 
to Church-men. They are not fickle, who are 
conftant in all neceuary Things, and in Cir- 
cumftantials affeft not Change, but do k when 
Piety, and Peace, and Discretion require it. 

The 
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The Church of (Rome it felf, though She 
pretends to Infallibility, has not fliow'd a ftift- 
nefs againft All Alterations. She has made 
very many, and might have made them for 
the Common Good of (hriftendom, though {he 
has faii'd extremely in it. 

The fyman 'Breviary now in ufe is called by JgjJjT 
; themfelves, 7he ( Bjfioredor Reformed Breviary* 

Their fliort Latin Service of the Canonof the 
Mafs, has been fo "often varied, that it is now 
the learV part of its felf. Nayj the very Je- 
fuites themfelves iri the difpofition of their Bi- 
bles in thek Library at Tarts {a) diftinfcuifh $&% 
their Latin ones into Thofi Before and thofe jf- %$/*£* 
ter Corre&ion. ■ . . . cmeSmem* 

Latina pcft 

' " . ' ' ... .' " ' Cme&onam 

1. Our ConjilittHcn was revie»d in LXt. and 
yer notwitrirtanding that Review, is capable of 
Another. . - 

The Commiflioners of that time did not 
add the lad hand to that Work, fb as to render 
it uncapable ever after of being corrected and 
improved. 

Some 
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Some who have well confidered All the A- 
terations and Jddkions then made by them 
( which amount to the Number of about 600.) 
.are fufficiently ©onvinc'd, that if They had 
reafon for thofc changes, there is equal, if not 
greater rea/on, for fome further Improvements. 

If They -had forefeen what has fince come to 
pafs, I charitably believe They would not have 
done all that- they did, and juft fo much and 
no more. And yet I atfo believe, that if They 
had offer'd to move much further, a Stdtie 
-would have been laid tinder their Wheel by 
a fecret but powerful Hand. The Mjftery of 
Popery did even then work, and a Rorrunift I 
has very frankly inform' d us of the Expe&a- ' 
J tion railed in that Party in the beginning of 
0) vu.caMf. fat Sumnttfr of LXL (b) *They had fome 
uSia7,u8r * hopes, chenflied it* them, of Liberty of -Gert- 
1 fcience , of the removal of the Sanguinary 
4 and then of other Penal Laws , and of For- 
^*yU2^peisXO*-be opened -for Theirf in and 
1 ' 'about the 'City of London* 

* y " : 

c:t.2 Much 
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■ Much more is underftood by thoiewho 
have penetrated into the defign of a certain 
Paper, called commonly, The Declaration of 
Sommrfet-Honfe. 

The Enemies of this Commiflion do feem 
to grant a. need of- Reformation in the Gaums 
(d) and Eccleftafbed -Courts ; and They well un- (JiBs*** 
derftind ( and Iwfli from «ny heart that their ' ** '. 
Charity were equal to their Skill, ) that the 
Book called Reformatio Legum was long ago 
^fcpar d, and: has feora thai/ time, been very 
welL sfteemed, though, not authoxizd and put 
in execution. . '•.""• > : 

k is true, jthe pteibit Church-men have gi- 
ren ihc& XJfottt flbd {jmfat to the. kft Book 
of Common Pray cf; ¥ut even part of that 
Gnifcnt is. to the Preface of it, in which it is 
ict forth that there are, in ChurchcsJ Quiaim- 
tftaiciaisrwhich from rime to timcjma>y admit 
;of AllBratinn. ; ; • . ;'.<,. .O ; ; ". ,*:•[ ; 



>7^ 



- Neither xan any Man reasonably think, that 
when They jffcrttd .ar$ Confuted, to the mfe 

■V ■ of 
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of the Book, as containing nothing that was 
unlawful, They intended tx> declare:, that eve- 
ry Thing in It fhould be unalterable* 

3. For the Alterations and Additions now 
intended, I veiily believe they will conduce to 
the great good of this Church, though as it 
*r, I am periuaded it is the heft cwftituted Church 
? m the World $ and; that the Perfcn reflected on 
CO a***"- l { e ) as writing thole words in; a $000 tttrfou, did 
publifli no more than was his fettled Judgment. 

But the beft Church is not absolutely per- 
fect in all Circumftantial .Things, nor can it 
ever be made (o here on Earth. 



$.+ 



-> lam in part of. the Opinion of the flumft, 
CO p. a. (f) That the Prayers cannot he alter d for the bet- 
ter by any meer human Cqmpojition. This leems 
to be true of the Onfejions^ at the; beginning 
of the Service, and at the Commmim, and of 
. many other, forms : . but . it ought not to be 
faid of every Collect. But the great bufinefs 
as to the Liturgy, is the adding to fbme Of- 
fices, and preparing new ones which are want- 
ing, and the amending of Rubricks. 

To 



f EccJtf^dCommij/fm > An.i6S$. aAn 

< To inftance pufehckfy itv any poffibie Alte- 
t ation* and Improvements, ii urrieafonably to 
pretent the Commi&oners 'and Convocation. 
But tTi«w Will fltow, by the Particular!, that 
da* Church may receive Gteat advantage, and 
1 no prejudice, by c That Wbrk, which is, by fome, 
fo angrily tho' caufelefly fpokenagakift. They 
muft pardon me if lo near alfer the men- 
xtontag of&em, I take notice of the JTCencfc 
Pq#* whd have, lit fo many of their late G* 
qttts, revil'd both the Qtmif/hn and the. 4to- 
yfeir named in I&* They ate hot apt to (peak 
ill of & thing that would do hurt to us. 

G&td k intended, and may be done, to the 
benefit bod* of Omfwmfis MidDijTenters (>), &) ofr. m. 



!y. 2. Whe- 
ther intended 



will -naturally be glad if the 7#w/e in which grjhe «? 
they tefolve to live and die, have all the fentS, or »" 
ftrength and beauty added to it which can ^eSSo- 



be given It by CommiffiOn, Oonvocatiori, v* 1 ** ? 
and Patlkment* 



D As 



r 
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As to DiJfetUerSy for fuch as are either agajnft 
JU Farms , or ( whilft the Healing of out 
Breaches is under confideration) goon with 
{&&*** jnfh Ordinations, or(as the Qu£rift (<*) relates the 
Story of fome ieffiprthmpton) like thyatianm 
of dd, oblige their Communicants to Vow or Sweat 
upon the Sacrament^ that They will never return to 
the Communion of 4he Church of England j we 
mull leave Them to God. ; Better things are 
to be hop'd fromiome, adeafly of this Gent; 
ration, and from many more ifl the next. And 
if the Convocation do sits own- reafpnable/wtf, 
fas lam confident it will) -to make an, Union 
among Proteftants , let Thole look to It at 
whole door the Fault lies, iri cafe the Separa- 
tion continues : They will furely be. left witbr 
out Excufe. 

iV.. fcfow becaufe Things which may. Be done, yee 
are not to be done at a time when they are - 
s\ot expedient i Iti$my opinion, that T^e Things 
defigned in the CommiiBon fliould, for that 
Reaion, be done now; this being a fit juncture 
for the purfuin^ the Ends of It, 

r That- 



... J*" 
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That is true which the Q&erift fays (b), and (pfs* v 
m pajf t he makes it good by has own manner 
of writing > that the Vatfmis of Men at this 
time are m a vehement Fermentation ; but ic is Co 
tlways in ^Revolutions,* and 'tis one great, 
buiinefs of die Parliament and Convocation to 
alky our Heats: but He that would abate 
the Fever, may flay too long if he forbears 
to prefcribe till the Blood is quiet. 

It is again granted to him, that the Church 
at this time has powerful Enemies (e). I think $ p * * ^ 
it feldom is without Them. But if it do's 
its part in Showing a true Chriftian Temper, 
I doubt not but God will difappoinc their de- 
vices. 

An Attempt is to be made towards an Union 
omomft Troteftants, and I humbly offer thole 
Reafons to the Confideration of better judges, 
which move me to believe thatTfo is the lime 
for It. 

Their Majejtes have declared their defires 
of it. 

D i The 
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The ffofeof l&ds hajegtan us thck Senfe 
of i^mthe^o/tfowi ItaftuwasbAmbt 
down to tie Houfe of Cernoaens, and had a 
Piace on the Table, amoagft orfir Bills, tift 
dick Prorogation* TfWw k afoea^ gtant* 
c4 by Statute f the Nature «f which requites 
oat utpaoft Application- in outer to die j»c- 
(erving oar own People > and the bringing, 
in or" Diflenter$,j<K the; good of botk c; 

The Eyes of the World arc upon us. All 
the Gteforwtd Qmrche* are. in expiation of 
ibmething to be done, which may make for 
Union and Peace. Greater numbers of the 
Irijh and French Protectant Clergy are now 
here > than ever were fince we were a NajdorL 
We may confulc them with Eaie, and not 
without Benefit.. 

No Man can be wife too late : For Wifdorrt 
would not delay what is neceflary or expedient 
to be done beyond the due Seafons of A&ion* 
After the Year Lxi, though there were fome- 
times Writs ifTued put fo? the: meeting of a Cm- 
Vocation, yet no Warrant could be procur'd for 

the 
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^Support ^Improvement of the Churchy dtn 
ring die Jtogn, « King Charks the Second* „ 
much kis wore we to expect k from King 

• • ■ . ' ' ■ > 

Thpfe therefore* in my Opim&v ^° °ot 
gjvc whokfom Advice, who uy r 1& «o*/#t£ 
now, or MJmkm mt^ht. IJttk at Muh n 
not the Bufinefs, but as much as is fie And 
if One Qtoormnky be negfe&ed, it: may dif. 
courage the Powers that offer It, from vouch- 
&hng Another, •.- 

. Upon the whole Matter,; I have » dwtefofcf 
Requeft ft* roak* . 

. The Brfl is to daofc C&ttl**im to when? 
the. ComjtiifliooeK and Matters m die Com* 
miffioa are not rutty known^ and who May 
have conceived fome Prejudice againft Them, 
and the Work. under their Hands, by means of 
any Letter ee. Prinoed Runphfets, centeirang 
unchariubk Miirepcefttntaiiond, and feftt a&oW 
too induftriouflyj by Thofe who are ekher 
Enemies to V.wt+oti&erftou. cmploy'd kv 

wards., 
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wards' the nuking of It, or hive a Zecd hk 
according to %wtpktye. I heartily pray them, 
That, as becomes; their Holy Function, they 
would duly consider both Things and <Perfons 
before they cenlure them, and forbear judging 
before the Time, left they offend God, and lead 
. the'People into an Error, out of which it will 
not be eafie to bring them afterwardk 

The Second is to the people. I &fne% 
befeech Them not to give too open an Ear 
to any fuch Cenfurcs of Things which they do 
not yet iuliy underftand, anf which, for oHg^it 
they knbw, may prove a great Kefling^o 
Them i nor receive ill Imprelfiofts concerning 
JMen who, having with Judgment and Zed> and 
Eirmnefs in both, endcavour'd to fupport This 
Church m the late Difc'uk Ttmes y are not like- 
ly, upon any Account whatfbeyer, to betray It 
mTJxfe, 

The Laft is to the £Ut*rffi, whether he be of 
the Laity or the Clergy. I entreat him to make 
fomeChriftian Reflections upon his Letter, 
and pioufly to confidw whether he hath not 

been 
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been angry without Caufc, judged rafhly,done 
to the CommifBoners what he would not have 
had done to himielf, and endeavoured to lead 
others into the like Of&nces* 
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Anno 35 Hemic* O&avi. 
Gap. 19. 

An Act concerning the Submiffion of 
che Glergy to tnc Kings Majefty. 



WHere the Kings Humble and Obedient Sub- See. p. 5. 
jefls, the Clergy of this Realm of Eng- 
laitJ, have not only knowledged according to the 
Truth thae-the Convocations ot the fame Clergy, are 
and always have been, and ought to be Aflembled 
by the Kings Writ, but alfo fubmitting themfelves 
to the Kings Majefty, have £romtfed Qm Ferfo Sa- 
cerdoth) that they will never from henceforth pre- 
fume to attempt, alledge, claim, or put in ure or 
ena&, promulge, or execute any new Canons, Con- 
futations, Ordinances Provincial, or other, or by 
whatsoever other Name they (hall be called in the 
Convocation, unlefs the Kings moft Royal Affent; 
^and Licenfe may to them be had , to make, pro* 
mulge, and execute the fame, and that his Maje- 
fty do give his moft Royal Afient and Authority in 
that behalf, Sfc. 



Ann* 
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< . ; •■ . Amd . 2^-ist 3, .£ e?. C u 

Seef. a . \ X 7 Hereof longtime there hath been had in this 
V V Realm ei England *nd in Walet , divers 
forms of Common Prayer, 'ro»moMy «a41ed the 
Service of the Church § that 'i| to fay, the ufc of 
Sarum , of Tork s of Hangor; and of Lincoln: And 
befides the fame, now of late, much more divers 
and fandry Forms aindTaftrions have *>eenrufed« in 
the Cathedral and ParifltChutches of Bn§atni and 
Wales, as well concerning the Matiens, or Morning 
Prayer, and the Evening Song, as concerning the 
Holy Communion, commonly called the Mafs; with 
divers and fundry Rites and Ceremonies concerning 
the fame, and ift the Admirrittration of other Sacrt'- 
ments in the Church. And as the Doers and Exe- 
cutors of the faid Bites and Ceremonies, in other 
Form than of late years they have been ufed, were 
pleafed therewith ; fo other not iifmg the ferae 
Rites and Ceremonies were thereby greatly Offend- 
ed. Arid albeit the King! Majefty, with the advice 
t>f his mod ihtirely beloved Unklie, the Lord Prote- 
ctor, and other of his Highheft Council, hath here* 
tofote divers times aflaied to ftay innovations, or 
-New Rites concerning the Premifies : Yet the feme 
nathnot had fuch good foecefras his Highnefr re- 
quired in that feehatf. Whereupon his Highnefs by 
the moft prudent advice aforefaid, being pleafed to 
bear with the frailty and weaknefs of his SubjecTs 
in that behalf, of his great Clemency hath not only- 
been content to abftain from punifliment of thole 
that have offended in that' behalf, for that his High- 

ne6 
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nefs taketh that they did of a good Zeal : Butalfo to 
the intent a uniform, quiet and godly Order fhould 
be had concerning the Premifles, hath appointed the 
Archbiftiap of Canterbury^ and cert aim of the mofi 
Learned cud Difcreet Bifhofs % dad other Learned 
Men of this Realm, to confider and ponder the pre* 
tai(Ies 5 and thereupon .having as well Eye and re* 
!pe& to the moft fincere and pure Chriftian Religi- 
on taught by the Scripture, as to the ufages in the 
Primitive Churchy fhould draw and make one con- 
venient and meet Order, Rite and Fafhion of Com- 
mon and open Prayer, and Adminiftration of the 
Sacraments, to be had and ufed in his Majeftics 
Realm of England* and in Wales % the which at this 
time by the aid of the Holy Ghoft, . with one uni- 
form agreement, i& of them : concluded , fet forth 
and delivered to his Higtinefe, to his great ^comfort 
and quietnefs of mind, in a Book Intituled ': fcty 

0500k of t!j« Common i&japw, anH aDmtntOta^ 
tton of tip &mmmt&, mft otyct iftftctf 
an* Cewnwtf c* of tfyi Ctjutclj aftw, tye ufc 

Of tljC CfyltCfy Of . England Wherefore the 
X,orfis Spiritual and Temporal, ^nd the Com- 
mons in this prefent Parliament Aflembled , con- 
fidering. as well the moft. Godly Travel of the Kings 
JHighnefe of the Lord Prqte&or, and other of his 
Highrie&, Council, in gathering and colle&ing. the. 
jE^id Arch \BiJho£s % Bijhops,, and Learned Men together, 
as the Godly Prayers, Orders, Rites and Ceremonies 
in the faid Book mentioned, and the considerations 
of altering thofe things which he altered , and re- 
gaining thojf thhrgt phicl? be retained in the faid 
Book ; but alfo the honour of God and great quiet- 
m&, which by the Grace of God (hall infue upon the 

E 2 one 
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one and uniform Rite and Order in fuch Common 
Prayer, and Rites and Extern Ceremonies to be ufed 
throughout England and in Wales* ztCalice and the 
marches of the fame, go gft)C to #0 JpfgtWfcmoft 
IjWttV »tf> lOlJJlp ttyUlfe* for the fame, and hum- 
bly pray that it may be ordained, and ena&ed by 
his Majefty, with the Aflentof the Lords and Com- 
mons in this prefent Parliament Aflembled, and by 
the Authority of the feme, &c : 



Step,*. 



The Compilers of the Book of Common Vrayer 
An.3Edw.eT. 

Tho. Crammer Arch-Bilhop of Canterbury* 

George Day BifhooofCbidefter,. 

Dr. Goodrich Biihop of Ely. 

Dr. Skip Biihop of Hereford. 

Henry Holhecb Bifhop of Lincoln. 

Nicholas Ridley Biihop of Rochtfter. 

Thomas Thurlbj Biihop tfWeftmkiftcr. 

Dr. MajDemoiSt. Pauls, 

Dr. 7^Arr then Dean, afterwards Biihop of 
Lincoln: 

Dr. Haines Dean of Exeter. 

Dr. Robertfon Arch Deacon of leicefier, after* 
wards Dean of Durham. 

Dr. Redman Dean cRWefimmfteu Mr. of 7/*. 
w/y CoHedge, Cambridge, 

Dr. Richard Com then Ahaoner to the King, 
afterwards Biihop of £/> 

BilkrChwehH^cry t. 7. pi 586. 

Reviewer*. 
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Reviewers of the Common-Prayer 1 558. &*>,* 

'"•'.■ ' .•-... { 

Dr. Parker, Cox, May* Bilk PUkattoti, Smith, Wife. Cm* MB* 
head, Grinds £' 



Compilers of the Articles of 1 5^2. M& X>, W 

. Mattharus Parkerus Cantuarienfis. 
Edmundus Grindallus Lmdin. 
Robertus Home Wintonienf. 
Richardus Cox Etienfis. 
Nicolaus Bullingham Lwcokienf. 
Thomas Bentham IjchfeHderf, 
Joan. Jewellus Sarijhurienf. 
Gtfbeftus Barkley Bathmenfis. ' 
Gulielmus Alien Exotiettfs. * 
Joan. Parkhurft Norvicenjisi 
Edwinus Sandes Wiprnim^s. 
loanes Scory Hertftrdenfis. 

Gulielmus Barlow Ckeflrenfa, 
: Edmundus Gweft Rcffenjis. 

Richardus Cheyney Gloceflrenfii. 
' Edmondus Scambler Petribrgenfis. 

Rich. Davies Mettevenfis. 

Antonius Kitchin Ltmdavenfis. 

Rolandus Merick Bangomifisi 
• Thomas Young Eloracenfa 

Jacobus Pilkington Duvelmenf. 

Joannes Beft. Carkehnfis. 

Gulielmus Downam Ctfreitfisi 

By 
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By King fames the Firft. 

7«H. Uftr*** A Proclamation /&r 'the Authorizing an Uniformity of the 
ges Affin.rfdiv. IX B<w?£ of Common Prayer to he ufed throughout the Realm. 
Lit. t* & Stmt of tbofewbo miflrked tbefiate of Religion here EJtablifh- 

Seep. j. *l held Jjjemblies without Authority; whom we -nftrame'd by a 

former Proclamation in the Month of O&ober laft, and gave In* 
timatim of the Conference we intended to be bad witb"ds much 
[feed as conveniently could be for the ordering of Theft things of the 
Churcb, which accordingly followed iriihe Month >of Janiiar) ftaft, 
at Our Honour of Hampton- Court, where before Our Self y and 
. : ■ . .'• Our Privy Counfel, were 'Afjwbtd manj. 'of. the gr#ve0 Bifhops 
and Prelates of the Realm^nd many other Learned Men^&CC. 
March y. In the firft Year of- 
OurReigriof England/tec. ; . 

14. Carol. 2. 

WHereas in ttje firft yea* of the late Queen 
Elizabeth* there was one Uniform Order of 
Common Service and Prayer, and of the Adminiftra- 
tion of Sacraments, Rkes and <2eremor*ies m the 
Church of England^ (agreeable, to the Word of God, 
and ufageofthe Primitive Church) compiled by the 
Keverend BiQiops and Clergy, fet forth- in one book 
Entituled, The book of Commort Prayer, and Ad- 
miniftration of .Sacramento * and other Rites and 
Ceremonies in the* Church of £*gtand> • and enjoyned 
to be ufed by A£t of ParUacaent •iiokfea in the firft 
year of the (aid late Queen, Entituled, An Ail for 
the Vniformity of Common Praftr and Service in the 
Church^and ^dminijtratimtf tfc Sacraments* s— 

' V " 4 

——the Kings Ma jefty (according. to bis Declaration 
of, the five and twentieth of Ottober, One thou (and 

fix 
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